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THE PROSPECT ‘OR DEMAND FOR EARLY THOMPSON SEEDLESS GRAPES 


By Guy Black2/ 


SUMMARY 


The desert of southern California is a difficult and unique agricultural 
area noteworthy for the earliness of its season. Grape growing exists in the 
area because of the high reward obtained by being among the first to ship fresh 
grapes. There has been considerable expansion encouraged by high but erratic 
net returns. Generally speaking, the earlier in the season grapes are mar- 
keted, the higher the returns that are obtained. 


Variations in early grape prices cannot be adequately explained by refer- 
ence to a few simple factors. Volume marketed is important, and prices tend 
more to reflect the average rate of shipment than erratic day-to-day fluctu- 
ations in receipts. The length of time grapes have been on the market is im- 
portant, but the volume of other fruit available is less so. Demand conditions 
change from season to season as a result of changes in such factors as national 
income. In recent years demand and production have both increased, and how 
prices will behave in future seasons depends on which increases the more rapidly. 


Little can be done to predict expansion of grape production beyond the 
period for which nonbearing acreage gives us good information. If a profitable 
opportunity for expansion exists, someone sooner or later will take advantage 
of it. Expansion will continue until declining prices or the costs of develop- 
ing new acreage remove any incentives to further expansion. 


Demand for the grapes in any one desert area is affected by their quality 
as compared with other grapes available. Sometimes one area and sometimes an- 
other will produce the best grapes and receive the best prices. Certain areas 
may have a price advantage in a given season, but no desert area maintains a 
year~after-year advantage. When they compete with desert grapes, grapes from 
Kern County tend to bring above-average prices. 


The means by which California produce reaches eastern markets are well es- 
tablished, involving coordination between carlot distributors, brokers, chain- 
store systems, and other agencies. Channels of trade by which early grapes will 
reach consumers are not likely to be overburdened by any likely volume of early 
grapes. 


Merchants' interest in grapes develops about the middle of July. Price 
risks rather than merely high prices scare away many before that date. As late 
as the first of July, very few retailers in a typical large urban area had 
fresh grapes in their stores. 
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Y Assistant Agricultural Economist in the Experiment Station and on the 
Giannini Foundation, University of California. ‘ 
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Distribution to small towns and rural areas through service wholesalers is 
most likely to be spotty. Other research has indicated that such areas get a 
smaller proportionate share of grapes than do the large central market towns. 
Service wholesalers are likely to be an especially poor market for off-grade 
produce. 


It would anpear that the natural advantages of the early producers can mean 
continuation of prices higher than are obtained for grapes grown in the Central 
Valley. While overexpanded production could ruin the early market, with a moder- 
ate rate of expansion the warning signs should be sufficiently clear. 


BACKGROUND 
The Problem 


Grape growers in the Coachella Valley have asked for an economic study of 

the demand for their grapes. The request does not arise from an immediate prob- 
lem; on the contrary, current prices are quite satisfactory, but it arises be- 
cause the desert grape industry is undergoing a period of rapid expansion. The 
situation is highly dynamic, and forward-looking growers wonder to what extent 
production can be expanded without seriously affecting prices. Estimating his 
future revenue is where the desert grower is at his greatest disadvantage. 
While sometimes past experience is a satisfactory guide because grape production 
will likely expand beyond what has been known in the past, present prices are not 
a reliable guide to the future. The very expansion which is in large measure due 
to the high present prices will tend to lower them. 


Of course, investment decisions are not based on estimates of returns alone. 
Profit depends on costs of operation also. In the grape industry, as in most 
farming, operational cost conditions vary a good deal more from farm to farm than 
do the prices which grapes are sold for. 


The Early Grape Area 


The advantages which arise from its unique climate are the foundation of 
nearly all desert agriculture. Continuous pressure to benefit from the high 
average returns of early shipments has pushed production into the desert re- 
gions. In grapes the new development has been a success and there has been 
considerable expansion, encouraged by high, if erratic, net returns. The borego, 
Coachella, and Imperial valleys have all shared in the expansion, and there has 
been some planting in Arizona. The Coachella Valley has by far the largest acre- 
age of grapes as well as being the earliest to come into production. 


Geographically speaking, desert grape production is confined mainly to the 
structural depression north of the Gulf of California. The Coachella Valley,ly- 
ing 120 miles southeast of Los Angeles, is the most important area so far as 
grapes are concerned. This valley covers 1,200 square miles and is surrounded 
by steep mountain ranges on all sides. Alluvial foothills fan out from the sur- 
rounding mountains. The area is noted for high winds, sandstorms, cloudbursts, 
floods, intense summer heat, and extremely light rainfall. Where the land has 
not been cleared, desert shrubs and sand dunes cover the area, and they form a 
startling contrast to the lush, irrigated date gardens, vineyards, and other 
agricultural features. Lying on the main line of the Southern Pacific Railroad, 
the area is well located for fast eastward shipment of fruits and vegetables. 
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Mean annual precipitation 
Mean annual temperature 


Mean daily maximum tempera- 
ture (highest month) 


Mean daily temperature 
(highest month) 


Mean daily temperature (low 
month) 


Mean daily ninimum tempera- 
ture (lowest month) 


Warliest date of first kill- 
ing frost after July 15 


Mean date of first killing 
frost after July 15 


Mean date of last killing 
frost before July 15 


Latest date of last killing 
frost before July 15 


Highest temperature 


Lowest temperature 
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Coachella Valley 
Re a 


5.354 
75.3°F 


107,0°F (July) 
93.1°F (July) 
53.8°F (Jan.) 
$8.5°F (Jan.) 
Nov. 11 
Dec. 4 
Feb. 7 
16 


Mar. 


125°F (July) 


15°F (Jan.)_ 
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TABLE 1 





Comparative Climatic Data for Main Areas Growing Early Grapes 
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| Palo Verde | 

Imperial Valley | Borego Valley Valley Arizona 

BRAWLEY -__BOREGO  ___| ___ BLYTHE PHOERIX 
3.99 4,22 7.81 
71.6°F 69,8°F 70.3°F 70.3°F 

107.6°F (July) | 107.8°F 107.8°F (July)} 103,60 | 
(July) July) | 
91.3°F (July) 89,1°F | o1.0°F (July) | 90.4°F | 
| (July) | 
53.1°F (Jan.) | 50.4°F 51.1°F (Jan.) | 51,9°F 
(Jan.) (Jan. ) | 
37.7°F (Jan.) 34,.0°F 34.6°F (Jan.) | 38.9°F | 
deem (Jan.) | 
Nov. 15 Nov. 4 Oct. 18 | Nov. 5 i 
| 
Dec. 6 Nov. 14 Nov. 16 | Dec. 6 | 
{ 
Feb. 5 Mar. 2 Feb. 23 Feb. 5 | 
Mar. 5 Apr. 5 Apr. 8 Mar. 31 
121°F (July) | 122°F (Sept.) |122°F (July) | 118° (June | 

and July) 
19°F (Jan.) ; L5°r (Jan.) 5or (Jan.) ef 16°F (Jan. ) | 


Weather Bureau, United States Department of Commerce Federal Office Building, San Francisco, California. 
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The extent of recent expansion of grapes in the Coachella Valley is sum- 
marized in the following table: 


TABLE II 


Bearing, Nonbearing, and Séason's Planting of Thompson Seedless Grapes 
Coachella District, 1946-1951 


19h6 | 1947 | 1948 
Bearing 4,120 | 4,631 


Nonbearing | 1,263 1,366 


Plantings 526 | 317 
| 
i 





a/ Preliminary. 


Source of data: "Riverside County Acreage and Crop Report, District Coachella." 
Annual (no publication date). N. G. Bloom, Inspector. 


The high rate of expansion immediately following the close of World War II 
seemed to have run its course by 1950; but even then annual expansion, in the 
order of 10 per cent per year, implied a doubling of production in 7 or 8 years. 
Preliminary figures for 1951 show a sharp change in the trend of new plantings. 


Grape production in other desert areas has been expanding also. In the Im- 
perial Irrigation District, production has doubled since the end of the war, and 
expansion is still continuing. Many of these grapes are not Thompson Seedless . 
varieties, according to the data of the Crop Reporting Service. 

TABLE III 


Acreage of Grapes in Imperial Irrigation District--March 





Source of data: W. E. Hartzog, Superintendent of Water 
Distribution and Drainage Construction, Imperial 
Irrigation District, Annual Crop Surveys. 


According to the Agricultural Comnissioner of San Diego County, there were 
1,060 acres of Thompson grapes in the Borego Valley in 1951, and about 32 acres 
of other varieties including 238 nonbearing acres. Nonbearing acreage was con- 
fined wholly to the Cardinal variety. Local experts do not expect further ex- 
pansion of Thompsons in this area. 


At the present time, there are about 1,400 acres of grapes in Arizona of 
which 1,100 acres are the Cardinal variety. Most of them are near Phoenix, and 
no great expansion seems to be planned. 
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The Price Situation 


For desert grapes, returns per lug have been consistently higher than for 
those grown in other parts of the state. The highest returns of all have been 
received for the very earliest grapes, with peak prices being recorded in east- 
ern auction markets on the first few days when grapes are offered for sale. Dur- 
ing the first of the season, prices move downward, at first rather rapidly but 
then more slowly, so that by the end of the desert grape season they have reached 
a temporary stability. This coincides with a mounting volume of desert produc- 
tion which reaches its peak in early July and then tapers off very quickly, over- 
lapping the start of the marketing season for the lower part of the Central Valley. 
Sometimes, toward the end of July, there is a brief letup of total shipments, and 
prices rise slightly because one area has run out and the other has not commenced 
shipment. 


All Thomoson Seedless grapes in the market at any one time, including those 
produced in Arizona, Borego Valley, and the Central Valley, compete with each 
other. Price variations due to quality and point of sale vary considerably from 
an average or general market level. Prices of all Thompson Seedless grapes move 
tngether; so, with differences depending on quality, growers can expect the 
prices they receive to move as the average does. 


It is interesting to compare early season prices with prices received later 
on by growers in the Central Valley. This information can be obtained in Figure 
I, showing the seasonal movement of Thompson Seedless grape prices averaged for 
the period 197 to 1951. This exaggerates the advantage of the desert producer. 
To know the whole story, it is necessary to know something about costs, yields, 
and other factors. 


FACTORS LIKELY TO AFFECT PRICES IN FUTURE SEASONS 


Other things being equal, the prices growers receive for early grapes will 
depend on the quantity available to the buying public at the time. Markets set 
a general price level at which the volume offered can find buyers in a short 
time, or can be moved into storage. Markets also establish a price pattern 
which takes account of quality differences. The process of changing prices to 
accommodate larger or smaller supplies goes on continuously and automatically 
and is faster working and more sure in effect than anything else that has ever 
been devised. It is, in fact, what we are usually talking about when we say 
"supply and demand." Factors that affect the attitude of consumers toward buy- 
ing grapes change during the season, and the price adjustments which are neces 
sary to accommodate a given change in volume must, therefore, vary. 


The downward movement of price resulting from a given quantity increase is 
very important information, and we can calculate what it has been on an average. 
Because there are so many things which affect consumers' reactions to grape pur- 
chases of which we can take no very precise account, the average may sometimes 
be very badly off. 


Statistical analysis of the prices received for Thompson Seedless grapes in 
11 eastern auction markets in June and July reveals that in the years 197 through 
1951 the price for which a given quantity of grapes would sell could not be ade- 
quately explained by a few simple factors, but some factors are particularly im- 
portant. A general interpretation of a number of different formulas could be 
summarized as follows: 


ey ape ee a + 
ars aia ates = 
Sea ~~ 


ae | 





. ° SOL dorth tedgid yidireteienoo teed oved gal tay enaute: .esqetg Ines vol 
‘tod ovidt Els tq. estmisot dastgil sMl .gdate add To. adasd tardto mi dwog deosd 
_ owtise 1f-bsbiosst anted sanity waeg déiv .vepsxy dastivse-yrev oft tol Bovisvet 
td s@ie8. 101 bets¥io ots acgsty nadw ays wel ¢atli edt-fo sieitam noijoms mr 
_ dud efhiqns toddey seu? ts .brsamwod svom esotaq .geaso ald to texts oft gat 
befineet over tent porsse. sqeag dtersh ot Io base att yd ged .co  ulwole stom -nadt 
_ savbora dtesab- to. omsioy anttnvon 6 dtbe uebiontoo 2fAT : .yditidede gietogaas s. 
‘steve ,viioiup yioy Tio exsged medd bus yLut. yftse ai dseq eft asdosex dotde noid 
«yotisl pitied aft-te dusq towol edd 102 noasee gnitodism aff io guste sig anicas 
bas ,edmangide Lego to Gude tolid s ef eels yet cio byte oft biswot...nsmids 
beonssme fon esd ieido sie bis tuo nov esd sons Sng .vausoga Yledgite pert evolig 









at 


e20dd antauTont ,omtt oto yas te Sodtem odd i, gost; eeolbest noedmod? MLA 
dopo doin otagmoo ,Yelfs¥ fernod sdé bas —ystisl ogored ,snosixA nt beewborg 
_mork yldetebtenon yttv ofse to difog Bae ytifeyp of od eanoidsitsy, goitd tonto 
_ «.S¥omr Bags%g neoibesc ydeqmodl Its ‘to eooitt .ievef dsvism [etenog 10 o9sTSvs 18, 
edt soeqxs ago eiawntg ,ydtibup m6 gnibasqeb aonneistith dain oe oe 
 , eaUb eystevs oft 2s avon of oviadot yads 2592 


aeteL bavissor esotiq ditiw @osdug asasoe Ylis9 stsqmob of anitestadat ef 1 | 
yesg ih at bontstd6 ed aso moidsmtoink efAT .YelicV featacd oil} ni sroworg y ae 
 -a0% boauisvs. eoorty egqsts exsibsag AceguioNt Io diemovom Isnveser old gakwode .I 
prssuborg dioeeb 6d3 to agstnevbe odd eadeteggnxe efit feet of JAR bobtog ond 
webieiy ,@tcoo duods gnidismoe sotlot yisessvon of ft yyioda sfonw add wood of 
atodnet rofto bie 


aHOGAdS GAUTUT HL BHOLRS PORTIA Of YUMA GHOPOAY 


[fiw eagetg yixse tol svisost siswotg eedi<q edt ,daups aniod egnidt ‘arid 

doe etonteM. .omid orft Ja obfdug gaiysd ort od ofdalisys witaeup silt mo baeqob 
Ftoda 4 nt excyud batt ass bersTic sauloy ony dotdw $s fsvei sorta Lstemeg 5 
‘gteddsy ating o detidstas ovks efevish .ogetode ogns devon od Heo HO ,aeit 

ot wooing gmtatisds to @eesorq off. .Boonotst TiO ytifaup ‘to dadoons esdod doidw 
yllsotdemotus bus Ylevounténoo 4 e903 eatiqaue. saifsme +6 tayital staboammoss 
“ove eed dadd sefo gniddyne nad goodie nt owe otom Bue gio tosesi ef bas 
woe ow noma ¢uode geblfat YLiswey ote ow tsfw yloet pi et 31 sbaeiveb: need 
~ywd byswot etomyenco io sbytitta.add doetis gods etagosi " baeash bas vingee" 
wagoen ats dofdw atiohtautbs sobtq sd¢ fas .uoessa oii sniteh egards toyetg amit 
.yrev , oteteredid dese sninfov oi aged navig ¢ odabokmosps ot Ties 


at okesisai Yitresp tievts s movi, gaihivegt solsg to tnanevom biswawob od? 
. sagStevs at 00 coed eed. dt forw ods inofas-nee ow oye iol ditwind dradrogni yoy 
wey ‘sgEg Gt snottosst-Tewanuenps dgsiie doidy syaidd yosm oe.s7 exsay satsost 
sambtomee You ogetevs afd .deuooen setsetg yrev on oasd- aay aw dotiiw to Bead 
.tt yilbad ytav od 


_ wt seqery eesdbec? acequod? ict beviaset avoity od?’ to aivgfons-Lestsaiteds ) 
weits Wet emag sad tapes efesvet qiab bys savh 1k srovren nohous Mtarece ii 
obs -od 3060. bined Efee’ Bison sagexy le Whitgeup sovig 3 Neidw tot voitq ont feed 
with qlisisoldwer ste wgedset -omoe yd yetowbet olgmce wok s yd benteigne YLasaup 

ad. bios endow dnovetitd th rodmyn ie Le comataiqistal Lsioneg A a dae Piog 
; +, @eeotfot es Basie 








Average 11 auction price--dollars per lug 


FIGURE I 


Prices in 11 Auction Markets and Interstate Passings of 
California Thompson Seedless Grapes and Interstate 
Passings of All Table Grapes, by Weeks, 

1947-1951 Average 
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For every increase in shipments of early Thompson Seedless grapes 
of 100 carloads per week, on the average a price decrease of somewhere 
between 0 and 70 cents per lug would result from this cause alone. 


Quite apart from price decreases associated with increased ship- 
ments, the price received per lug had a tendency to decline as the 
season progressed by an amount which averaged somewhere between 5 
and 65 cents per week. 


Since, as the season progressed, there were also increases in the rate of 
shipments, these two factors combined to cause fairly sherp drops in price. Of- 
ten these drops were sharper than average. Day-to-day fluctuations in prices 
and shipments aie considerably more erratic than weekly fluctuations. Traders 
know this and adjust their prices more to the average rate of shipment for a 
period of several days than to the volume of shipments on any one day. 


In addition, increased supplies of other fruits compete with early Thompson 
Seedless grapes. While under unusual circumstances certain other fruits could 
have given severe competition, cherries were most important early season competi- 
tors. Shipments of peaches, watermelons, plums, and fresh prunes also had some 
effect. Apple and fresh apricot shipments had no particular effect. 


Peaches have often been described as an important competitor of grapes, and 
market experts have often stated that when they first appear in volume they "knock 
the bottom out of the grape market." This factor does not seem to be important 
so far as the early grapes are concerned because, although the peak shipping 
period for peaches comes at about the same time as the peak Thompson Seedless 
grape shipments from the Central Valley, during early grape season, peaches do 
not reach the volume or sell for the low prices which make them the important 
competitor that they are later in the season. Fruits do not seem to compete with 
each other on a dollar-per-pound basis, and there is a distinct market for grapes 
not satisfied by substituting some other fruit. For this reason, so far as 
grape prices are concerned, the fact that 50 extra carloads is a big proportionate 
increase in the quantity of grapes available is likely to be more important than 
the fact that it is a small proportionate increase in the quantity of fruit avail- 
able. 


Grapes are, in June and July, only a small percentage of the total of fresh 
fruits arriving in eastern markets. For example, out of 3,643 carloads of fruit, 
including melons, arriving in Chicago in June 1949, only 21 were grapes. Out of 
4,260 arriving in July, only 171 were grapes. Thus, an increase in grape ship- 
ments would not have much effect on the total volume of fruit available. 


Price Prospects for Future Years 


The problem of price expectations can be broken down into three parts. One 
part is, what increase in grape production is likely in the next few years. A 
second part is, what effect that particular increase will have on prices. Still 
another part is to evaluate possible factors which might change demand from cus- 
tomary patterns. 


1. Likely Expansion in Grape Production. The effect on prices of marketing 


100 lugs more per week wili only indicate what prices to expect if we know what 
increase in volume is likely to come about. Beyond a 3-year period, it is hard 

to say anything useful. The best guide to whether there will be any new plantings 
lies in applying the idea that,where profit can be made from expanded production, 
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8. 


sooner or later someone is likely to do the necessary planting. Growers in 
desert areas are not sluggish about taking advantage of new opportunities. The 
area is one of diversification, and in 1950, harvested acreages of at least 200 
acres were recorded for 19 distinct crops in the Coachella Valley with sweet 
corn, dates, and grapes leading. While stability may come eventually, at pres- 
ent the desert farmers are experimenters who cannot be sure that they have yet 
found the most profitable crops for their regions. Increasing costs of develop- 
ing new production will slow down and could stop expansion, Lower prices, also, 
would slow down expansion of grapes. 


It takes several years to discover a general overexpansion. One difficulty 
is that there is a time lag between when new vineyards are planted and when this 
new production first starts to have an effect on prices. The mistake can be 
avoided only if prospective growers take into account the effect on prices of 
new plantings and nonbearing acreage regardless of which desert region it is 
grown in. Because overexpansion will have a depressing effect on prices re- 
ceived, all are concerned to see that new plantings are made with reasonable 
understanding of the prices likely to be received. 


2. Implications of Increased Production. Other factors being equal, the 
effect of volume on prices could be described by a demand curve such as Figure 
II-B illustrates. The line labelled (1) is an example of the kind of demand 
curve which could apply to the first week of the season. With any given volume 
of grapes shipped, the expected price can be determined from this line which in 
our example shows that for every 100 carloads extra shipped there would be a de- 
crease of 50 cents per lug. Because of the downward seasonal drift in demand, 
the price which a given quantity will receive will be less in succeeding weeks 
so that other lower lines must be used to describe price expectations later in 
the season. A few are shown in B. 


By combining the various demand curves from B with the quantities shipped 
in various weeks, as shown in A, we can estimate, as has been done in C, how 
prices would behave as the season progresses and, also, how prices would behave 
if there is an increase in marketings from the Coachella Valley, assuming that 
the new plantings would come onto the market in about the same pattern as the 
present ones. Probably, the very first shipments of grapes would obtain as high 
a price as ever, but the peak volume of desert grapes would build up to a higher 
total, bringing a low average return for the season. 


It must be understood that this is merely a hypothetical illustration of a 
general idea and not a precise estimate of what actually will happen. 


3. Changes in Ability of markets to Absorb Grapes. While, on the average, 


demand shifts downward as each early grape season progresses, there can be other 
year-to-year shifts in demand quite independent of the seasonal shifts. Such 
shifts can be expected to arise from several causes. First, changes in national 
income shift the demand for almost all products. It is unlikely that national 
income would change sharply in any 6-week season but there are significant changes 
from year to year. we can be reasonably sure that such changes will have an ef- 
fect on demand for grapes. It is generally believed that both total and per- 
capita national income will continue to increase. If so, we can look forward 
with reasonable assurance to a growing market for fresh fruits including grapes. 


Apart from national income, gradual changes have been taking place in con- 
sumers' tastes and preferences. Consumption figures show that for many years 
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9. 


there has been a tendency to consume more fresh fruits and vegetables. We know 
at least that increased early grape production in recent years has been absorbed. 


It is useful to think of the changing early grape situation as a race be- 
tween increasing production on the one hand and increasing demand on the other. 
If demand increases more slowly than production, prices are likely to be de- 
pressed and further expansion will be unprofitable until demand has had a chance 
to catch up. On the other hand, if demand increases faster than production, the 
grape grower will be well off. The factors which determine the speed of growth 
of demand and the speed of growth of production are but partly known, and the 
precise effect of even the best known is not easily calculated. 


COMPETITION BETWEEN DIFFERENT AREAS 


A comparison was made of prices received for grapes from various desert 
producing areas. Tables in the Appendix summarize the weekly average prices 
for grapes received in three eastern markets with freight shipments and clus~ 
ters excluded. Comparisons have been made in Figure III, which expresses the 
weekly average price received by a given producing district as a percentage 
of the market average price. One hundred per cent is the average. 


There was a tendency for the price of produce of a given area to maintain 
the same position relative to the market average price during an entire season 
and, also, its relative position tended to be the same in each city. No region 
hes an advantage which it keeps year after year. One year some areas will ob- 
tain prices above the average and some years others. This would imply that 
which area raised the best grapes would differ from season to season. 


Because Coachella grapes appear on the market earlier than any others, 
growers in this area can expect to receive higher average prices. There is no 
evidence that any one of the desert areas will year in, year out receive higher 
prices than any other at a time when several are marketing grapes. 


It appears that often when grapes from Kern County first appear they tend 
to receive higher-than-average prices, and that their appearance on the market 
tends to depress the prices received for desert grapes to a greater extent than 
can be accounted for by the increased volume alone. 


Conflicting reports have been received on the question of whether there are 
quality differences between desert and Kern County grapes. Some maintain that 
the desert grape does not keep so well in storage while others deny this or 
state that precooling is often done improperly in the desert regions. It is, 
of course, quite likely that end-of-the-season grapes from one area are of lower 
quality than peak-of-the-season grapes in another. When seasons do overlap, the 
tail end of the desert grape crop is what competes with Kern County grapes. 


IMPACT OF THE MARKETING SYSTEM OF DEMAND FOR EARLY GRAPES 


Since the major population centers are in the East, most grapes must reach 
consumers through a rather elaborate network. Because many other fruits and 
vegetables use them, these channels are well established and reasonably effi- 
cient means for the movement of almost anything which might be produced. The 
Same markets and dealers handle many kinds of produce. It is well known that 
often the facilities of thesc markets are antiquated, and costs of operation 
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FIGURE II 


Illustration of How Increased Coachella Valley Shipments Might Affect Prices 


Carload Shipments of Thompson Seedless Grapes 
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FIGURE III 
Prices Received for Thompson Seedless Grapes in Chicago, New York City, and 
Philadelphia Auction Markets, by Area of Origin, Weekly Bee ia as a 
Per Cent of Market Average Price, June-July, 1917-19512 
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Figure III continued, 
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Figure III continued, 
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high, but the markets do the job. Relatively little produce ever gets to con- 
sumers without moving through them, and it is not often that the markets and 
associated facilities lack the ability to handle what is produced. 


The routes by which produce travels to the consumer are many. Producers 
sometimes sell direct to consumers; there are cases with a single intermediary. 
For the most important markets, the large eastern cities, the channels are more 
complex and they are probably most complex for outlying areas subsidiary to 
eastern terminal markets. 


The California grape marketing situation illustrates in miniature the na- 
tional marketing picture. A study of grape marketing during the period-—-August 
to October 1948--showed that in the northern half of California there was an ap- 
preciable amount of direct selling by growers to retailers. Truck jobbers 
played an important role but wholesalers and packing plants also were important. 
In the small towns in the northern part of the state, retailers were especially 
likely to buy direct but in the southern part of the state and in the coastal 
area--out of the main producing centers during that season--wholesalers in ma- 
jor cities were the main source of supply. 


Many retailers do not visit central markets, but obtain their produce from 
service wholesalers. The service wholesaler solicits business through salesmen 
or by telephone, and he delivers the ordered produce early the next day by means 
of his own trucks. 


The main California centers out of which service wholesalers and truck 
jobbers operate are San Francisco, Sacramento, Fresno, and Los Angeles. These 
cities and some others also act as assembly points for long-distance trucking. 
If grapes are sold on these markets in quantity, they will flow into all Cali- 
fornia markets and adjacent states without particular difficulty provided ser- 
vice wholesalers handle them or find them demanded by their customers. Very 
much the same is true of other parts of the country. 


In a study of the area surrounding Chicago, it was found that cities other 
than the very largest did not form a very receptive market for grapes.1/ The 
relative failure of the smaller city to create an effective demand can be ex- 
plained in part by considering the structure of the market as it pertains to 
these areas. For the most part, they are subsidiary to metropolitan markets, 
often being supplied by service wholesalers. In those areas where retailers 
depend on service wholesalers for supply, the attitude of this type of dealer 
may affect the volume of grapes which can be sold or the prices received. Prob- 
ably the service wholesaler exercises more control over what produce retailers 
obtain than any other middleman. He caters to a type of retailer who does not 
often go to the produce market and is dependent upen the service wholesaler for 
Suggestions and information about availability. 


Vulnerability of service wholesalers to downward price changes exceeds that 
of many other wholesalers because this type of dealer retains title to produce 


a ee ae aa ae Se ae ley) ie” ee eer eae ai). Ge ey ey ee ee a ee eae) Set eee 


i/ Duddy, E. A. and D. A. Revgan. The Physical Distribution of Fresh Fruits 
and Vegetables. University of Chicago S,udies in Business Administration. 
Chicago, 1937. Vol. VII, No. 2, pp. 66-67. 
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for a full day. Many service wholesalers stated it to be their policy to await 
relative price stability before entering the market. Where it happens that 
quality is not: good for some reason or another, the service wholesaler demand 
is likely to be poor. These dealers are very reluctant to handle anything of 
poor quality since to a large degree their business success depends on building 
up confidence of retailers who must order sight unseen, end who usually do not 
haggle about prices on a day-to-day basis, trusting that prices they are charged 
will enable them to sell competitively with their normal markup. Some such 
wholesalers stated that,when they had off-grade produce, they would not send it 
out but kept it in the store to sell to those who would inspect it prior to pur- 
chase. 


Truck jobbers, an important trade channel by which produce can move from 
city produce markets into the smaller towns, are not likely to be a useful 
trade channel for early grapes. Truck jobber operation tends to be restricted 
to large volume bargains obtained near the peak of the shipping season. 


Dealers' Reaction to Early Grapes 


The distribution of early grapes apnears to be greatly limited. Some time 
was spent interviewing produce dealers in California produce markets, service 
wholesalers in large and small cities, retailers, brokers, and truckers. Most 
retailers, service jobbers, and commission merchants did not think of the grape 
season as having begun until about the middle of July. While they were aware 
of earlier grapes, they seemed not to consider dealing in them. The reaction 
of many seemed to be that June and early July grapes were a kind of "freak" 
more suitable for the specialty trade. 


Of other reasons for not handling very early grapes, the risk that the price 
would fall precipitously was that most comronly mentioned by retailers, service 
jobbers, and chain-store buyers. The latter, especially, were impressed with 
the loss which might be taken on a carload of grapes if the price dropped by a 
dollar a lug overnight. It seemed that this reason operated most strongly with 
the type of dealer who is required, by the nature of his business, to retain 
title to the grapes for a period of time. An examination of daily market re- 
ports shows that violent overnight drops are conmOn and such fears are founded 
on fact. It was agreed that the high prices were a deterrent to demand, but 
few dealers stated it to be their policy not to handle produce merely because 
it was expensive. 


A telephone survey on July 2, 1951 showed that only two retail stores out 
of fifty selected at random from a San Francisco area telephone directory had 
any fresh grapes in their store, yet all of these retailers were in a good po- 
sition to patronize the Oakland and San Francisco city vroduce markets where 
early grapes were then available. 


CONCLUSIONS 


A careful study of the demand situation for early Thompson Seedless grapes, 
including interviews with those in produce markets, does not indicate that supply 
is outstripping demand. Early grapes will continue to be salable and will be in 
an advantageous position so far as other grapes are concerned. It is entirely 
likely that increased production will mean lower future prices, but probably 
prices will not fall so low as those received by Central Valley growers. As com- 
petition increases, probably more attention will have to be paid to quality. 
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The present rate of expansion, somewhat slower than immediately after the 
war, does not seem too fast to make possible fairly reasonable estimates of 
the effect nonbearing acreage will have on production. On the other hand, if 
the pace of expansion were to accelerate, it would be difficult to estimate 
whether the acreage already planted, but not bearing, would saturate the mar- 
ket when it came into production. 


How far prices could fall before growers would be in financial diffi- 
culties is unknown, but if the land and facilities were available, low re- 
turns would be the only limit to long-run expansion that could logically be 
expected. 
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17. 
TABLE I 


Early Season Shipments of Grapes in the United States, by 
Area and Date of Shipment, 19,7 
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Table I continued. 


Southern Imperial Central 
California Valle Arizona California 
Date_| Freight! Express [ Freight|Express | Freight|Express | Freight|Express| Total 


July 13} -- 
a5 
x 












Through 
July 31} 175 





| 23 


| 
| 

23 — 
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ed 105 


Source of data: U.S. Production and Marketing Administration, California Federal- 
State Market News Service, "Deciduous Fruit Report.!! 
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19. 
TABLE II 
Early Season Shipments of Grapes in the United Stater, by 
Area and Date of Shipment, 1918 
Southern Imperial Central 
California Valle Arizona California 
[ Freight| Express | Freight] Express | Freight] Sxpress | Freight] Express | Total 
eae ee 
aie 
| 
| 
| | 
* 4 | i 
3 fg 
1 | ee 
K | l 
5 5 
7 | | ol 
~~ 8 { 8 
2 12 a 
3 13 | | 16 
17 -- | 2 
Se 1 | 20 
2 19 -- i = 
21 | = i | 22 
9 15 £ 2 re 
23 e -|--@ 1 j= | 33 
11 Ye ee 2 ees | 3h 
9 25 -- 3 cess |. 3 
1 27 | 2 | 2 -- ‘ae 
16 2h 1 | 3 .- 45 
9 11 1 3 2 25 
20 12 | k -- 1 37 
i 21 | 3 4 1 | 36 
12 = Fk 3 2 43 
9 22 Z 6 -- 39 
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(Continued on next page.) 
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Table II continued. 













Southern Imperial 


Central 
California Valle Arizona California 


| Freight [Express | Freight [Express | Freight | Express | Freight| Express | Total 





July 11 7 10 | ie ee 2 
12 8 13 2 1 h 
13 8 ae eee. \ 2 
1h 10 Ps 2 2 
my ie es 1 3 
71 4 | sé = on 5 
18 | 1 | 6 7 =6 ~~ 4 
| — | 3 
| ; 2 3 
21 —- |; i 2 

ee ; = t 

a: | 
2h, | 

- 

| 26 

:. 

28 
29 | 
30 
He : 
| Through | 
; 472 34 50 


| 


Source of data: U.S. Production and Marketing Administration, California Federal- 
State Market News Service, "Diciduous Fruit Report." 


21}: t886b-Lo 997k 


Stoqet dive evdubintl" soiviet evel totist’ 


ree ae 


- 
g 
2 
= 
eS 
q 
a 


" re tonne 
a.nd bts og hare pti Stet ae a Aa Tt ch SRE St NNN a ENE TT re ——— 


tf 


i : rt 
' Ww 


’ 


i 


se 


Anvetihlnamncesteptattesstibaramernartinaetba that sveee-a nie etenemein RO enna emt A a tie 


i hy in on tA 
1 (Am be Gay 


dao hhc ye el hn a fh shai we | onl i nen > ne tle tyesernalirotengaewunreter 


4pm 
Gaeoors 


piorottisd ,noifetie& 


+ - . il 
An eet egret connie ireicine a rier niet spenin aeiaee = meme Sar ae caeeeeenaeinlenl 


§ 4 3 
q A 
. . fj 
4 ¥, af gq 
é § K x 
Pe | : . | 1 7 | 
/ ia a ; a4 Pa! 94 2 4 
§ Hof ta | ae mr n, be. bat aap Fs ele 
- 7 ven sah hen ice Mina ‘ ial Fis ed % Ney ie 44, 0m ig Pres 4: 
ae aie. | oe ee oh ae i : 2 A { 
Sea Ys c -| {- eh Pu eb GetvO C/E; 4 ji 
ry oe - . : i insane n x ‘ ea Laman Nese + 
na +s ¢ ss rh xs : i Ane, : h ‘ , 
aa ie ‘ t es eo" : ‘ rf ; ei 4 6s 
" : en A Rae = ea ' Ele can ted aay roe i“ : \ tes, E ‘ ; Savion « Big 
7 Fo ‘ ir Ss > ( Foci ie al” ie . 4 a 
y \ ne di pb ees be ie . ’ . te 
| “ . CUE rahi le SA oh UA nel i sedis: a : t - y : 
b ' “ eed. 4 : “4 a9 J : 


ae a A yg Tepe age Ti 





2L . 
TABLE III 
Early Season Shipments of Grapes in the United States, by 
Area and Date of Shipment, 19,9 
Southern imperial entral gee 
Date California Valle Arizona California Total 
June ) 

5 

6 

7 

8 | 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 -- 
1h 2 2 
15 2 2 
16 2 2 
17 5 -- 5 
18 9 a 10 
u9 4 2 6 
20 11 a 11 
21 13 : 15 
22 20 2 2h 
23 30 2 32 
2h 25 2 29 
25 23 iF 27 
26 18 5 23 
27 20 3 22 
28 20 5 25 
29 25 \ 29 
30 24 6 31 

July 1 37 5 2 

2 29 2 32 

3 11 5 16 

4 4 4 8 

5 26 ih 30 

6 34 6 43 

7 Ta 5 51 

8 38 7 50 

9 35 9 52 





{Continued on next page.) 
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Table III contimed. 


Southern Imperial | Central 

Date California Valle Arizona | California Total 

July 10 22 9 A a 35 
a1 28 9 5 1 43 
12 29 10 10 -- 9 
13 32 7 5 2 46 
14 29 9 5 -- 43 
15 19 8 6 1 3h 
16 14 7 3 ie. 27 
17 6 6 2 3 17 
18 10 A 1 17 32 
19 rH 2 -- 52 58 
20 3 ves ani 86 89 
21 3 si en | 110 113 
22 3 109 112 
23 2 ! 5h 56 
2h -— 14 1h 
25 | 106 106 
26 1h0 1h0 
27 137 137 
28 133 133 
29 129 129 
30 77 77 
31 16 16 

Through 

July 31 712 157 66 1,191 2,126 


Source of data: U.S. Production and Marketing Administration, California Federal- 
State Market News Service, "Deciduous Fruit Report." 
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23. 
TABLE IV 


Early Season Shipments of Grares in the United States, by 
Area and Date of Shipment, 1950 


' Southern Imperial Central 
California Valle | Arizona California 


Date _/|Freight!Express | Freight |rxpress | Freight | Express | Freight |Express | Total 
| 














June } -- dee fine an oa sion 
eae _ _ = 3 
fee |. 2 2 sen i 
Snag eee Seas 2 = 9 
i re tees ae 1 = 10 
a 1h | —- | 1 ee 15 
mw - |B | | 2 [oa 16 
um | ee aree  8 | 1 16 
2 ek) . u 
13! -- — sik 
ee eee ae \ 25 
is; = | Oc? mea 8 3 30 
16; — | 32 ae ae | | 38 
os ae 28 = 6 | 3 | 37 
18 28 _ 7 1 36 
19 2 | Le 5 2] | EI 27 
201 9 | 23 wae 6 1 39 
21) 92. 7 a i 7 E Siege 52 
oa} =| BF 2 8 ae 10 
23 a ae 2 5 2 41 
ai 7 | 20 3 6 | 3 39 
a5} 5 12 a 9 1 27 
26 9 5 -~ 10 | ii 2h 
ort a2 mf 3 6 ho | Dh, 
ani: ay | 36 h 3 aa ae 37 
| 12 | 23 1 7 ek a0 is 
30 7 | oh 5 \ 1 ,4 -- bi 
July 1} 9 i 15 si 8 si 4 | 1 37 
2} 1h 14 3 9 . - 
oe uy 3 6 -- ee ; 
(Oe See i 5 ied . 7 wa 
| 1 eS care | 6 1 6 1 
6 2 | 9 | 2 6 ~ 4 2 
is. | 2 eg 5 1 5 wt 2 
; oe 1 6 = | 5 1 1 
| 








(Continued on next page.) 
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2h. 


Imperial Central | | 
Valle; Arizona California 


| Freight |Express | Freight |Express | Freight !Express | Total , 


Table IV continued. 












Southern 
California 















July 9! 2 7 ~ 7 ss 3 ma 
oo el ue 2 i 2 i 
ll} -- a a 2 sake 2 3 
12) —- ides gh 1 seep 2 3 
13 a — fo ze _ k 2 

1 a 1 
7 | - . ee 
16 | ! a 1 3 
17 | se me 3 
18 | | ee af 6 
19 | | eis 1 7 | 
20 a 1 6 
21 | | en oe 10 | 
al | -~ 2 8 


Source of data: U.S. Production and Marketing Administration, California Federal- 
State Market News Service, "Deciduous Fruit Report." 
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25. 
TABLE V 


Early Season Shipments of Grapes in the United States, by 
Area and Date of Shipment, 1951 


Southern | Imperial Central 
California Valley Arizona California Total 


1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
3 3 
h ~- h 
2 1 3 
5 1 6 
9 1 10 
1h i 15 
14 2 16 
a7 5 23 
14 3 19 | 
11 3 15 
18 3 21 
22 2 27 
27 3 32 
21 h 29 
20 h 27 
27 hk 35 
7 4 15 
20 5 31 
26 9 yl 
ho 8 52 
38 6 55 
29 9 The) 
2h 6 7 
18 6 31 
20 7 4s 
25 7 56 
26 16 72 
27 6 76 
16 8 86 
18 F 99 





(Continued on next page.) 
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26. 


Table V continued, 


Pex Southern Imperial . Central 
Date California Valle Arizona California Total 
ee 





Source of data: U.S. Production and Marketing Administration, California Federal- 
State Market News Service, "Deciduous Fruit Report." 
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TABLE VI 


Truck and Rail Arrivals®/of Certain Fruits in Chicago, 199, 
Early Season (Exclusive of Farmers Market) 


Straw- |Water- 
Date Apples |Apricots Berries/ Cherries | Grapes }Peaches| Plums | berries] melons 


carload equivalents 
| 

















June 20 7 —_ 1 2 8 8 14 136 
21 2 wi 7 Se be So a Se Rae ee 
22 2 1 16 a ae 8 5 51 

4 -- 3 3 6 9 hk 7 

3 8 2 7 7 5 57 

5 2 25 6 14 9 h 21h 

4 1 8 3 5 9 2 89 

7 2 9 F 12 17 3 64 

k 1 10 3 8 26 1 33 

0 3 7 5 12 18 1 55 

8 5 19 12 16 67 1 308 

10 3 16 9 5 14 0 86 

3 2 0 6 8 11 fe) 50 

3 2 9 4 9 35 0 65 

12 13 2 22 15 22 65 1 6h 
3 mM 2 9 8 10 15 0 115 

5 6 3 8 8 7 13 0 53 

12 8 2 5 10 13 25 0 66 
7 3 h 5 10 21 19 0 73 

13 8 3 16 23 43 45 1 125 
8 4 0 2 h 38 17 0 25 

8 5 2 3 5 29 2h 0 65 

10 : 3 2 31 16 0 50 
8 0 2 6 9 52 20 1 Lh 

6 12 2 3 13 73 28 1 173 

8 2 2 1 8 56 13 (@) 37 

6 1 1 2 9 31 22 1 50 

9 1 0 2 5 39 10 0 40 

10 1 1 1 13 70 9 2 21 





a/ Day refers to 2h—hour period ending day mentioned, Tuesday~Friday; 72-hour pe- 
riod on Monday, with exception of holidays. 


b/ Including blackberries and raspberries. 


Source: U.S. Production and Marketing Administration. Chicago "Daily Fruit and 
Vegetable Report" and "Chicago Fruit and Vegetable Reporter." 
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28. 
TABLE VII 


Truck and Rail Arrivals?/of Certain Fruits in Chicago, 1950 
Early Season (Exclusive of Farmers Market) 































{ 
3 2 2 | - 
| i 5 8 | 38 
| 3 6 3 13 38 
i 6 1 11 | 
2 <9 ‘ 12 ch | 
2 | k h 12 31 | 
2 3 7 1 
h | 5 9 2 12 173 
3 | 7 3 1 21 7h 
3 \ 9 h | 2 8 41 
\ ae ate aa 12 | 28 
| 0 | 2 18 | h 14 39 
| 4 | 6 | 10 | 1o | 18 222 
1 a Say ie 2 | & 
1 3 oe oe 8 138 
; $e bo ae, tie 
2 | 
July 3 | 8 | 3 | 8 | 10 6 | 27 12 | 191 
eee, eo te @: eee 
6 3 1 9 | 
71.6 ee | ee es eo ee 
| 
| 10 | 13 a eee 7 oe) 35 6 | 152 
11 3 5 0 | ae ee 43 | 11 4 89 
eli] a] 3) gi) 3) # lel 2 le 
i3 7 3 i 
| 1h 3 5 | , 4 | 5 | B | 2 \ 3h 
4 ot Pe ae ee hy 5 1am 
18 SF Gy ee | \ 2 i 7 0 48 
19. 2 3 6 10 | 3 a 1 ® \. 29a 
20 6 0 2 | ao 10 | 10 0 3h 
| Pa 3 0 ee eee ee F 2 50 
24 9 0 | 5 | 4 | 13 26 . 1 100 
25 h (@) 3 3 h 9 0 27 
2 | 0 | i ees Sees 
ee eo) am i 2 ee oe cee 
28 h 0 | 3 PE ag | 13 | 16 2 32 
31 7 | ee eee | 3 | 21 2 


a/ Arrivals since time market last in operation. 
b/ Including raspberries and blackberries. 


Source: U.S. Production and Marketing .dministration, Fruit and Vegetable Branch. 
Daily Chicago Market Report. 
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29. 
TABLE V{II 


Truck and Rail Arrivals?/ of Certain Fruits in Chicago, 1951, 
Early Season (Exclusive of Farmers Market) 


Date Apples| Apricots Berriesd/ Cherries | Grapes |Peaches| Plums| berries! melons 


carload equivalents 





June 15 10 _ — = 1 1, hs 
18 Lo 7 sis h are 21 183 
19 12 5 -- 1 -- 15 53 
20 11 2 on 6 1 12 60 
21 18 i -- 4 7 11 3h 
22 21 1 -- 5 3 13 38 
os | oh 2 ss 5 ee =| 122 
26 7 1 sine 1 A 14 12 10 7 
27 12 h -- 5 3 10 10 4 52 
28 16 3 aa 5 S 15 17 5 37 
29 8 5 a 5 10 21 17 8 23 

July 2 11 6 1 | il 8 59 45 7 161 

? 4 -- 2 h 11 14 20 in 68 

5 8 10 3 11 6 37 5h 4 53 

6 8 men 1 5 8 13 16 3 21 

9 12 9 z 15 19 69 ho hk 157 
10 6 2 3 7 9 20 11 3 75 
11 rH —_ 2 2 6 5 10 h 7 
12 7 2 2 8 8 | 20 17 2 55 
13 8 5 3 4 -- 26 14 2 37 
16 8 6 h 5 30 67 29 5 126 
17 2 5 h 3 12 12 10 2 3h 
18 5 2 3 4 10 18 18 2 43 
19 3 e 3 3 14 23 22 1 Sl 
20 7 3 3 insti 6 18 12 2 41 
23 5 3 2 5 33 Lo 5 3 225 
2h 2 -- 3 2 1h 16 1 0 109 
25 5 -- 2 3 12 8 20 2 79 
26 3 -- 1 z 2h 27 7 -~ 81 
27 5 - | 41 2 oO 116 |i 2 46 
31 5 -- | 2 2 

' | 


~j 
UL 
nN 
Vr 
wo 
a] 
= 
On 


a/ Arrivals since time market last in operation. 
b/ Including blackberries and raspberries. 


Source: U.S. Production and Marketing Administration, Fruit and Vegetable Branch. 
Daily Chicago Market Report. 
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30. 
TABLE IX 


Truck and Rail Arrivals of Certain Fruits in New York, 199, 
Early Season 


Straw- |Water- 
Date Apples |ipricots Berries2/ Cherries | Grapes! Peaches] Plums] berries! melons 
PER dd cdl wlll 


carload equivalents 
June 17 


20 
21 
22 
23 
2h 


27 
28 


io 
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9 
8 
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a/ Blackberries and raspberries. 
b/ Air freight. 
c/ No truck receipts. 


Source: U.S. Production and Marketing Administration, Fruit and Vegetable Branch. 
Daily New York Market Report. 
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31. 
TABLE X 


Truck and Rail Arrivals of Certain Fruits in New York, 1950, 
Early Season 


I Straw- |Water- 
Apples! Apricots Berries?/ Cherries | Grapes Peaches! Plums berries |!melons 
carload equivalents 











1 | 1 aie 1h 2 2 11 13 61 
; wl es 1 21 1 10 14 20 119 
5 | 6 si 11 5 2 8 17 68 
1h | 8 4 1 ie eee . 22 1h 91 
15 ae 5 1 oes ie | 10 9 10 Si 
oe; & ies = 7 3 12 9 21 9h 
19 | 15 | a oe 18 iO@ | o | 1% | 2° | 269 
oo). 6 h | = 12 8 11 12 u 78 
21 . ia 12 7 10 12 1 
22 3s oe ee eee 12 : 19 ly 10 50 
23 10 | 5 | — 12 9 21 10 ly 61 
26 | 9 | 10 | ey ; 2h | bb 37 | 18 | 203 
27 2 set 2 13 | 
28 | 18 | a | 3 12 1 12 10 | 107 
Sa ee 3 | rns 5 11 mn i 8 | 62 
30 | «lo 5 | en 2 17 2% «| 23 8 80 
July 3 10 h 3 12 12 35 | 2 9 211 
} —— H sy — aus — — {7 —— —— 
5 | 1 : 7 # ee ee ae 2 | 119 
6 1 5 2 13 14 23 8 2 39 
7 6 7 3 11 13 22 12 3 77 
10 11 5 h 19 22 70 «| 43 4 211 
ll 3 7 2 14 5 29 | 21 2 - 
24 4 10 2 10 7 30 11 3 9 
Bites mM 2 13 8 29 | 9 1 el 
| 6 3 2 7 5 | hh | 9 2 58 
| 
17 | 12 | La 20 9 68 | Tal 3 13 
18 | mM So ee 5 23 8 2 28 
2 a fend 18 mn ho {a1 1 19 
oi 3 os 13 4 im. | y 1 20 
ae ae i oe 6 ee ee 1 32 
| | 
Bai Shs (Bees 812 
ie in 1 1 a 
26 | 9 | 1 sons 10 eo) ae Day 2 LS 
27 TS ge am 12 14 33 17 2 3h 
ee - ion ooo 
| 
‘a i | 1 | -- a 30 97 | ul 2 81 


a/ Including blackberries and raspberries. 


Source: U.S. Production and Marketing Administration, Fruit and Vegetable Branch. 
Daily New York Market Report. 
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32. 
TABLE XI 


Truck and Rail Arrivals of Certain Fruits in New York, 1951 


Early Season 
Date Apples |Apricots Berries2/ Cherries |Grapes| Peaches} Plums |berries|melons 


carlcoad equivalents 
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29 | 

July 2 | 19 9 2 361 
: aoe 5 2 93 

eee oe 
5 6 9 2 96 
6 | 8 7 1 31 
gal ; 
oO | { 
bi 3 | 2 : | 
12 
13 | 16 3 ~ 65 
16 13 5 “ ~~ . 
1? 7 2 i 
18 8 3 7 1 53 
19 2 3 8 ; 45 
20 | 1h 1 5 _ Gs 
23 | 14 1 6 2 8h 
el 2) i S| 
2 1 
26 11 1 6 1 22 
27 17 1 -- 36 
30 7 6 mM 75 
31 8 h 2 31 


a/ Including blackberries and raspberries. 


Source: U.S. Production and Marketing Administration, Fruit and Vegetable Branch. 
Daily New York Market Report. 
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33. 


TABLE XII 


Unloads of Major Fresh Fruits, Rail and Truck, New York City and Chicago 
in June and July, 1949-1951 Averages (Trucks and LCL in Carload Equivalent) 















Total all fruits and vegetables; 13,331 





ans 
New York New York j 
Kind of fruit Cit Chicago Cit Chicago 
Apples 2S 108 | 7 2 108 
Apricots ’ 80 Tal | . 89 “6 
Bananas 3,165 ie ee | 478 
Blackberries -- ae | —_ 5 
Blueberries -— -— | -- | 20 
Cantaloupes 956 507 | 1,22h 66), 
Cherries 308 11h | 213 110 
Figs 2 -- | i. -- 
Grapefruit 2h6 65 | 111 hl 
Grapes 65 Lb 237 | 183 
| Honeyball melons 71 4 | uh | 4 | 
Honeydew melons 8h 20 328 5h 
Lemons 376 128 331 134 
Limes 2 i: a: 10 
Mixed oitrus | 95 2h 35 21 | 
Mixed deciduous 28 26 87 53 
Mixed melons 22 h 18 5 
Nectarines 16 15 | 74 30 
Oranges 1,167 4.60 868 275 
Peaches 223 90 525 337 
Pears 6 8 1h0 72 
Persian melons _ -- 21 h 
Pineapples 31h 6 80 7 
Plums and prunes 257 126 h78 179 
Raspberries — 6 -- 52 
Rhubarb -- ih -o 
Strawberries 26 213 23 
Watermelons 1,320 730 1,335 
| 


Source: U.S. Production and Marketing Administration, "Unloads of Fresh Fruits 
and Vegetables," Chicago and New York City Monthly Summary Reports. Processed. 
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TABLE XIII 


Average Prices Received and Number of Lugs Sold, Chicago, New York City, and Philadelphia Auctions, 
of California Thompson Seedless Grapes, by Area of Origin, 
Weekly, Early Season, 1947 


iiarket week Coachella} Imperial Sacramento; Fresno Arizona 
























































Tugs SUE ees ae 
| Chicago | | ip | 
'June 9June 13! 1 elale. 04 | 1,€14/ 9,04 | 
| June 16-June 20| 4,04418,.44 | 3,521 6.48 | 723) 8,27 | 
| June 23-June 27! 7,928/6.52 | 6,140! 6/34 | 1,788) 6.27 
June 30-Jvly 3 11,565 |5.13 | 6,643) 4,79 | 3,586/5.56 | 1,134/| 5.79 390} 4.25 
July 7-July 11!21,407/4.23 | 2,910 2.93 |12,366/4.13 | 6,131)5.05 4,994 | 3.44 
July 14-July 18|18,240/3.52  2,439/2.51 | 1,842) 5-14 | 15,159) 5,76 3.52 1,386] 2.90 
| July 2l-July 25)10, abs 07 | | | 9,615| 3,06 614) 3.22 
July 28-July a2, £28 2.94 | | 7,194|2,89 | 4,519, 3.03 
New York | | | | | 
June 9June:13| 1,542/9.72 | 1, 542| 9.72 | i | | 
June 16-June 20| 5 1035/9. 47 | 5,033/9.47 | | | 
| June 23-June 27/19,512/6.70 |15,457/ 6.59 | 3,855/7.12 | | | 
| June S0-July 3/21, 13L\6. Sl j12,421;6.23 | 8,710! 6,43 | | 1,652] 7.34 
July 7-July 11/42 | 7,475 4.38 |32,047/4,80 | 2,454/5, 91 | | 3,682) 5.08 
|guly 14July 18 157, ese 18. ‘85 | 7,360 2.77 | 8,896/3.67 |39,770/4.08 | 1,609|3.95 | 3,741} S1t 
| July 2Ql-July 25 66,151 3.80 | 165/1.72 | | | 43,955 3.28 |19,953| 3.37 | 2,080!3.18 |2,171| 216 
July 28-July 31/66,79512.67 | | 54,205) 2.53 |52,590!2,81 | | | 
Philadelphia | | : pac | | | | | | 
‘June 9-June 13} 708/8.15 } 708'8.15 | | | 
June 16-June 20] 805/ 8.19 | s05/819 | | | | | | 
June 23-June 27} 4,429) 7.01 | 5,490) 7.08 | 959 6.95 | | 
| Tune SO—July 3) 7,159/5.87 | 6,210/5.86 | 949; 5.91 | | | 1,053] &52 
July 7-July 11 110, 673| 4, 53 | 5,787,4.52 | 4,507/4.52 | 399] 4.85 | 5,053! 3,52 
July 14-July 18'16,229;4.00 | 1,850 3.17 | 3,059) 3.43 |11,320| 4,29 | | B 2,454] 285 
July 2l-July 25/19, 1458 5.00 | | 16,206) 2.98 | 2,670} 5.10 579} 3.15 
July 28-July 31/12,063/2.44; | | |__| 6,143! 2.32 | 5,920! 2.57 | 





a/ Not including Arizona. 


Source: "Detailed Deciduous Auction Report" of New York Daily Fruit Reporter, Chicago, Fruit and Vegetable Reporter, 
and Philadelphia Produce iiarket Report. 
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TABLE XIV 


Average Prices Received and Number of Lugs Sold, Chicago, New York City, and Philadelphia Auctions, 
of California Thompson Seedless Grapes, by Area of Origin, 
Weekly, Early Season, 1948 





Market week Totalé 
lugs __' price | lugs | price ) lugs _| price ner cts Pia esis tine 7 ae 
" Chicago | | | 
' June 18 | 726 | 10.32 | . 726! 10.32 | | | 
| June 2l-dune 25 | 4,232; 8.46 | 4,232° 8.46 | | | 

‘June 28-July 2 | 12,733 6.48 | 10,374! 6.72 2,359 Sur | | | 
| duly 6-July 9 | 9,189 | $.55 ' 6,621| 5.59 | 2,300 5.42 | : | 
| July 12-July 16 | 8,988, 4.kg | 5,061, 5.64 , 3,927! 3.02 | | 261| 6.38 
July 19-July 23 ; 4,125 5.18 2,240: 6.03°| 1,085 4.18 | | | 1,344} 6.05 
| Tuly 26-July 30 3,185 i 7.27 | ! | | | 3,185 | 7.27 = 6.51 
| New York | ! | | | | ! | 
| Sune 18 | . We4 aie | 738) utes | | | | | | 
| June 21-June 25 | 2,970 | 10.13 | 2,970! 10.13 | | | | | 
| June 28-July 2 10,202 | 7.91 | 9,342| 8.05 | | | 860! 6.4h | l 
| July 6-July 9 (26,397 5.50 | 19,997 5.70 | 3,734 | 5.31 = 2, 580 | 4.25 | 
July 12-July 16 | 22,582 | 5.28 | 12,189! 5.82 | 10,393 | 46k 59! 3-75 
| July 19-July 23 | 17,505 SuaT | 12,657 | 6. | 4,931 | 5.10 | | 2,925; 4.17 
| July 26-July 30 | 4,994 8.60 | 1,161 7.82 | | | | 3,833 | 8.83 : 815 | 4-1 
Philadelphia | | | ! | | : | | | | 
| June 25 | 1,500 | 7-45 | 1,500) 7.45 | | | | | 
| June 28-July 2 | 1,511 | 7.59 | 1,511; 7.59 | | | | | | 
| July 6-July 9 | 10,408 | 5.02 7,709 | 5.36 | 1,901 3/95. |. 9: Seo | | 
j July 12-July 16 | 5,124) 5.51 | 4,263, 5.42 | 861 | 5. 9f | | | 
| July 19-July 23 | 4,172! 6.85 ; 3,125; 7.24 | 1,047 ; 5.71 | | 1,306; 4.77 
| July 26-July 28 | 286, 8.54 | | | | | | 286 | 8.54 | 210 | 5.94 
i ' { ' | ! H 4 


a/ Not including Arizona. 
Source: "Detailed Deciduous Auction Report" 


and Philadelphia Produce Market Report. 


of New York Daily Fruit Reporter, Chicago, Fruit and Vegetable Reporter, Ki 
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TABLE XV 


Average Prices Received and Number of Lugs Sold, Chicago, New York City, and Philadelphia Auctions, 
of California Thompson Seedless Grapes, by Area of Origin, 
Weekly, Early Season, 1949 
























































Total® Coachella Imperial Borego | Kern Fresno Tulare Arizona 
| lugs |price! lugs iprice! lugs. jprice i lugs. lpricei lugs (price | lugs {price |. lugs price | lugs [price | 
eae | | hee be | Saee | 
June 20-dune 24| 6,807] 8.18! 5,408| 8.08 | | 690 8.02} 709} 9.18 | | | 
| June 27-July 1/10,827| 6.50! 8,199) 6.35 900! 6.98 18 6.95 | 
jJuly 5-dJuly 8)13,022| 5.74| 6,572| ey 4,750| 5.73 | 1,700] 5.95 | 
jSuly 1l-July 15115,933| 4.65 5,645 | 5.41 | 4.21 | | } 1,040) 4.41 | | 3,845) 4.52 
July 18-July 22/16,620/) 3.74} 3,015, 4.49 12,973! 3.50 632! 5.15 | 2,357 4.38 | 
July 25-July 29)16,171| 3.73 | | [22,586 3.72 | 910] 3.55 | 2,71 sna 
New York | | 
June 20-June 24 6,210| 8.99! 5,508} 9.13 702| 12 | | 
June 27-July 1!20,388 6.4 |1h,620 6.361 1,447! 6.23 | 4,321! 6.66 | | | 
July 5-July 8 23, hak | 5.51 13,613| 5.59] 4,675) 5.03 | 5,136; 5.72! | | | 
|July 11-July 15 29,216 | 5.65111,811] 5.90}14,991; 5.35 | 2,416! 6.27) | 
jJuly 18-July 22;31,411; 4.52 |13,137| 4.76|17,914) 4.34 360) howe | 
jJuly 25-July 29 72, 082 | 3.64} 4,016; 3.25 161,794 3.66 | 6,272) 3.66 
Philadeiphia | | 
| ! 
{June 20-June 24; 2,018) 8.49) 1,317; 8.30 701! 8.85 | | 
|June 27-July 1| 4,226 | 7.25; 1,635; 6.27} 2,591] 7.88 | | 
July 5-July 8) 8,769! 5.58! 6,205! 5.72 2, 564| 5.25 | | 
July ll-July 15| 6,468 5.62! 4,697! 5.86} 1,771! 4.99 | | 
July 18-July 22|12,233! er 8,907| 4.37 3, 326| 3.45 | 
July 25-July 29 meaner 3.13! 3,120) 3.15 | 25,207 3.12 674| 3.73 


a/ Not including Arizona. 


Source: "Detailed Deciduous Auction Report" of New York Daily Fruit Reporter, Chicago, Fruit and Vegetable Reporter, 
and Philadelphia Produce Market Report. 
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TABLE XVI 


Average Prices Received and Number of Lugs Sold, Chicago, New York City, and Philadelphia Auctions, 
of California Thompson Seedless Grapes, by Area of Origin, 
Weekly, Early Season, 1950 
Imperial Borego__| Kern Fresno 

es iprice! lugs |price | lugs } : 





















| Market week ulare | A 









ieheeaie 

June 8-June 9 
\June 12-June 16! 9,120} 7 
iJune 19-June 23!18,876| 5 
iJune 26-June 30 5 
\July 3-duly 7 5. 
|July 10-July 14 14,986 | 5 
July 17-July 21! 6,880 | 6 
[sury 2heJuly 28)19,595; 5 
jJuly 31 69 | 3 


jNew York | 
June 9 | 
June 12-June 16 {10,826 
June 19-June 23 '21, 936 
June 26-June 30 /45,901 
July 3-duly 7 38,438 
July 10-July 14 23,064 
July 17-July 21 113,465 
July 24-July 28 |39,589 
July 31 j23, 806 
[Philadelphia 
| June 12-June 15 2,475 
June 19-June 23/ 10,836 
June 26-June 30| 12,185 
July 3-Jduly i 9,662; 
July 10-duly 14! 3,487! 
July 17-duly 21} 3,287! 
July 2h-July 28) 12,757; 


July 31 6,170! 


| 
2,281 | 8.89 
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10,957 | 7-75 
33,199 | 6.13 
haa 5.18 
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1,613] 8.47, 
57891 5.69! 
7,450) | 9-39 
4,565; 5.42} 1,960; 5.45) 
1,530) 6.12) 1,029 5.12 


| 
| 
| 
1,728| 5.83 gl 
| 
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a/ Not including Arizona. 


Source: "Detailed Deciduous Auction Report" of New York Daily Fruit Reporter, Chicago, Fruit and Vegetable Reporter, 
and Philadelphia Produce Market Report. 
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TABLE XVII 


Average Prices Received and Number of Lugs Sold, Chicago, New York City, and Philadelphia Auctions, 
of California Thompson Seedless Grapes, by Area of Origin, 
Weekly, Early Season, 1951 

















Market week Total@ Coachella | Imperial Borego i Kern Tulare i Arizona | 

Y lugs | price | lugs iprice| lugs | price! lugs | price lugs price | lugs price'lugs {price 
| Chicago | : | | ! ! | | | 

| June 15 | 199,12.10, —199:12.20| | ) | | | 

June 20-June 22 | 27) | 9.61 | pid 9.61 | | | | | | | 
| June 25-June 29 12, | 7-37 | 11,639! 7.37! 1,005; 7.46 | | | 

July 2-July 6} 9,631! 6.51 ! "181! 6.37 | 2,445! 6.83 1,005; 6.60; | 
July 9-July 13 17,258! 5.06 | 10,265} 5.43 | 6,993; 4.53 | | | | | 726; 4.20 | 
| July 16-July 20 17,432 | 3.70 | 2,876 | 3.77 | 10,660 | 3.01 | | | 9/895! 5.55 | jee 3.00 | 
July 23-July 27' 4,807, 2.86 | 1,674) 1.48 | |  Sytas | 3-99 | | | 490) 2.15} 
July 30-July 31; 1,829! 4.00 | | | | | | | 990; 3.26} 839! 4.88 | 
New York | | | : | | | | | 
|June 15 | 488! 10.69 | 1880.69 | | ! | : | | | | 
‘June 19-June 21 | 2,160 | 10.85 | 2,160:10.85 | | | 
| June 25-June 29 |11,528| 8.13 | 10,624 8.14 | ! | 90h | 8.03 7 | | | | 
July 2-July 6 117,405! 6.70 | 8,49h! 6.47 4,891' 6.67 | 4,020 | 7.21, | | | 
July 9-July 13 |25,623; 5.84 | 14,423; 5.86} 7,300! 5.72 3,900: 5.99! | 

| July 16-July 20 | 40,074; 4.53 | 12,652; 3.96 |11,074, 3.75 | 3,847 | 4.42 122,433! 5.82 68! 6.36 15,399} 4.01 
| July 23-July 27 (20,348; 4.71 | 5,470 | 4s | 3,341! 2.86 2,918 | 4.13, 5,205} 5.79 3,4241 5.76 | 760] 3.71 | 
July 30-July 31 }14,582, 4.05 | | | | | 5,689! f.ok | 8,893) 4.05 | 
‘Philadelphia | | | | | | | ! | | ! | 
' | | i H 

| Tune 25-June 28 | 2,181, 8.38 | 2,181; 8.38 | | | | | 
July 2-July 6| 3,882) 6.82 , 1,610; 6.78! 2,272) 6.86 | | | | | | 
July 9-duly 12 | 4,306; 6.37 | 2,303; 6.08! 2,003, 6.70 | | | | | 
iJuly 16-July 20} 9,165, 4.87: 5,146) 4.72 886; 4.20 | 3,433; 5.32 |1,779| 4.76 | 
| July 23-duly 27 | 3,197; 3.90 | 156A 3.28 712; 4.03 | ! 836: 5.00 | 516 | 2.54 | 
| July 30-July 31 | 4,033; 4.10 | | | | | 1,909! 3.77 2,12h | 4.39 | | 
: j t i i { 





a/ Not including Arizona. 


Source: "Detailed Deciduous Auction Report" of New York Daily Fruit Reporter, Chicago, Fruit and Vegetable Reporter, 
and Philadelphia Produce Market Report. 
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